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with fine white sand. ,4U, she went on,
j. .. .l.tn nnfrniAti n. thinl O Vile."wusio uuk MiMM "&- "- -
1 have thrown my throw andII taw lost
Vffivictisl-a- ul a victisl Wilt thou not
lend me the daSSur m thy robe, that here
and now I may end my shame! T.ei
one worumorc, Most Royal Uarma-.hi- s. II
thou canst, forget my foily; but, at the
Icast, have no fear from me. I am nou , as
ever, thy servant and the servant of our
cause. Farewell

And she went, leaning her hand against
tho wall. But f, passing to my chamber,
Hung myself upon my couch and groaned in
bkterness ot spirit. Alas: wo siiapo our
lilans, aud sioit degrees build up our
bo,. i"7f Hope, never counting on tho guests
that iT "snaJ bring to isdgc therein. For
who can guard against the Unforeseen.

At length I clopt, and evil were my
dreams. "When I woko the light of the
day which should seo the red fulfillmeut ol
the plot was streaming through tue case
ment, and V birds sanjr mcmlj' among
t.iogadn J....ii- - T'-i- w, and as 1 woke
tlic s":i .:ot li .!; pressed in upon nie,
fjr I lemeiau Tti ih"'-- before t.us c.ay was
gathoicd 10 th. nst J must dip aiy hands
ia blocd iw in the blood of Cleopatra,
who trusted mj 1hy could I uo; hate licr
ai I should ? There h.id boon a tirao when 1

had looked on tnis act of vcugear.ee with
somewhat ol a righteous glow of zc?l. And
now and now, wliy, I would franklv ?ive
my royal birthright to be free from its ne-

cessity! But, alas 1 that there was
no escape. I musi drain tho cup or bo for-

ever cast awaj I felt the eyes of Egypt
watching mv, and the ryes of Egypt's Gods.
I prayed to my Mother Isis to give me
strength to do this deed, and prayed as 1

had never pra ed before; aud, O wonderl
no niibwcr came. Nay, how this!
What then had loosed t.10 link between ua
tha , for the first lime, Goddess deigned
no reply to her chosen servant J Could it be
that I had sinned m heart against her!
What had Chaimion caid that I loved Cle-

opatra? Was this sickness love! Nay, u

thousand times nayl 'twas but the revolt
of Nature against a deed of treachery aud
blood. The Goddess did but try my
strength, or pcrciiancc she also turned her
holy countenance from blood.

I rose filled with despair, and went rbout
my work like a man without a soul. I
conned the fatal lists and noted all tho plans

iy, in raj' brain I gathered up the very
words of that proclamation of my Royalty
wnich on the morrow I should issuo to the
startled world. ,

"Citizens of Alexandria and dwellers in '

tho land of I'gypt,' it began, 'Cleopatra,
the Mocedoi.iaii, halh, b1.10 command of
tho Gods, suffered j as ue-- for Iior ciitnes "
Adlhcso and other ihi.igs ld.d, but 1 did
them as a man without a soul as a
moved by a force from without and not
from within. And so the m.uutes wore
away. In the third hour of afieritoun
I went, as by appointment lbced, to the
bouse where lodged my uuelo Sep.i that
same house to which some three months
gone I had been brought whun, for the
first time, 1 entered Alexandria. And here
I found assembled in tccrrt concave the
leaders of luc revolt in the city, to tno uum- -

bcr of seven. Wuen I had entered and me
doors were bai red, they prostrated them-- .
sc.vesand cned: "Hail Pharaoh!' But I
Lade them rise, saying that not yet was I
Pharaoh, for tho chicken was slid in ikoeg.

"Yea, Prince," said my uncle, "but his
'Aa'4 shows through. Not in v.uu hath

flpgy$t brooded a.l these years; an thou
jAailaotwi hth..t dagger-strok- e of thine
and bow canst t.iou fail' naught can now

1 stop our course to victory !'
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1 "Ir.is on tho knees of the Gods," I an- -

6wei ed
-a-

j-," tie sum, "tne gous n ve placed me
issue in 1ho hands of 3 mortal in t":iy
liat.ds. OHarmaclnsl and there is it safe.
Bee; here uic the last lUis. Ihirty-ou- o

tnousaud mii who bear arms arc sworn to
rise when ll.e Come to them. With-
in live days very citadel in Egypt w.ll bo
ia our hind , and then what have we to
fear! Fio.u Rjiuc but litt.e, for her hands
are full; and. besides, we will make al-

liance wuli iho Triumvirate, ami, if need be,
buj them off. For of money there is plenty
in the land, und if inuro be wanted thou,
BurmachW, knowest where 'tis stored
against the need of Khein, and outside the
Roman's reac'.i of arm. Who is .there to
harm us! There is none. Perchance, in
this turbulent oty, thcie may bo ustruggle,
and a counter plot to biing Aisu.oo to
Egypt aud set hcr on tho throne. There-fo:- e

must Alexandria be severely dealt
with ac. even to destruction, if need be.
And for Arsinoe, those go forth to morrow
en the news of - Queau's death who shall
slay hcr secretly."

"There rcmaii.s tho lad Cajinrion," I
said. ' Hone might qlnim through Caisar's
sou, and tlio child of Cleopatra inherits
Cleopatra's rights. Ilerein i3 a doublo
danger."

"Fear not," said my uncle;
Caisarion jiir.s tboo who begat him in
Anient i. 1 hr.vo .aJo provision. The
Ptolemies must b 3 stamped out, so that no
shoot shall ever spring from that root
Masted by Hcavcn'r. vengeance."

"Is there no other means?" lashed sad- -

7ly. "My heart is r:ck at tho nro:suso of
this red ram of blood. Well I Iraow tha
child; hahr.: h C"c"patra"s fire and boau'y
and gr?at Caesar's wit. Twas shamo to
murder him."

"Na.r, oo not so chickcn-hcr.rtet- '. Har--

xsachis," said my uncle, stcrnl.--. "W-r.- t

ails thco, then? Z" the lad i t.::?. fas
more reason, that ho should uic. AVc-:I-

thou nurso up 11 young lion to tear thco
trTT, flirt tn-rtrt-

I "Rn t. en ' rtiemirciV
least ho is snared rvu-h- . and v. i I j h'co
innocent of evil. And now for '":c pl?ns."'

Lng wo sat ta'tl.ig counsel, till at length,
la f ice of the g-- emergi-nc- and o::r
i'th emprise, I fcl. so- - thing r '":o p;"lrlt
ef for-no- r dnys lhw hick :uo : y
At the las!; a'.l w : o-- d r"d, a .1 n c- -" jrrd
t. it it cnu I sr ."re in'si-.irr- for it was
fixed that if by r.ny c'rance I could r.cl coco
to slay Clcopa'r.i on this nigh:, then ior.!d
the plct hang in tho scale uii il lac
rlicn tho deed 1" o:Id l.o dono 1 7 n rzc

slon. For the do.;;a of CleopitM was lae
signal. Thcso 111 liters being lin.s": . 0:10
Korowo stead oar hand' r'ini tin

. sacrrd symbol, sworo the oath Aha 72.iy r.ot
bowritten. Aalihnn unclo kl:"J, mo
with tears of l.ope:nid;oy stauuiag in his
keen black c cs. IIo blessed m", s.iyi :g
that gladly ho givo his lif", r, and n
hundred lives if t'icy were his. : ho mi-- ht

but live to sec Eyr.t onco mnro a ci'lra,
.and me, Harnrirk's, the descuiiuist of its
royal and mciont blond, seated on the
Throne. For of :i truth was he a patriot in-

deed, asking nothing for himself, and plv- -

ing all things to his cause. Aad I l;Ird
tllat "i ttrn Ullloira nxvn,l V in

Ur L,ltgs" utu vrsce iiuu more wno iiaiajl;siwei.tbo rrst that as yet Is denied to me.

J3i!8ii,v u,ero ocing yet uase,
ewuuyirom piaco to puice mine

oity, taking note of the positions of
aa 01 tae places where ear forces

aiTai tTilaTa

must be gathered. At length I came to that
quay where I had landed and saw a vessel

"- - -- . i .- --
my Heaviness 01 neart 1 longed to be aboard I

of her, tolM5 borne b hor white wing8 10 !

: , ,
some ur noro wocre 1 mignt live oascure,
and, forgotten, die. Also I atv another I

YesselthathaddroppeddowntheNile.from... .
wnoseaocKtne passengers wero streaming.

when 8uddcnly I heard a familiar voice bel
side me.

.. j, said the voice Wh wuat a
cty is lhis for an old to ck her
fortUMin, Andbowshhlll iiad those to

.wuom ! am known? As wellloakforarush .

in lho panyrus.rolL Bcjyoael ,bou knave,
ond lcc my bdS-- ct of fcimnlc3 lie 0r,by iho-

-
God ru doc;or tbce lll:rewi.b ,..

j turucd wonder:n and foulld nysclf
face to face with my foster-nurs- Atoua,
ghe new ,a0 jnstautiy for x saw her start,
but ia lbo preseuc2 oI tho KOpio c'acccd
hcr surpri3G. t

..Qood Sir," she whined, Kfting up her ;

wikhcrcd countenance toward me, and at
the same lime ma':ia;j Uij secrsi sin, by
thy dre3s thou s'aouldst bo an a3Uo:iomer,
and I was specially tela to avoid a .trono
niers as a p ick of lying tricksters who wor-

ship their o.vn star oiily. Ami, therefore,
ajngon the principle of cor.:raries, which
is law to us women, I speak to thee. For
surely ' M. Alexandria, where all things
aioii i'jndo' .'. tao .tsirouomara ii'Pj' bo
tin- - ho i" tinea, r.'nce the rest aio clearly
kHavoi.." And then, by now out of
c.ivbaut of the pruss, "Royal Ifarmachis, I
:tin row: chur'C'd with a message to thee
from thy falaor Anienemhat."

"Is ho well!"' I asked
"Yea, he is well, though waiting; for the

moment tries him f.orcly."
4 And Lis n.esbagc?'
"It is this: lie sends greetiuj-1- 0 thee, and

with it warning that a great danger threat-
ens thee, though he can not read it. These
are his words - 'Be steadfast Mid prosper."

1 bowed my head and tho words struck a
new chill of fear iDto my souL

"When is the ti mc?" she asked.
"This very night. Where goent thou?"
"To tho house of the honorable Scpa,

Priest of On. Canst thou guido mo thith-
er?"

"Na3 I may not stay; nor is it wise that
I should bu seen with thee. Hold 1" And I
c died a porter who was ialing on tho qua',
and giving him a piece of ni ney, bade him
guido the old wifo to the house.

"Farewell,' she whispered "farewell
till Bo steadfast and prosper !"

Then 1 turned aud went my way through
tho crowded s: reels, wnerein the people
made place for me, the astronomer of Cleo-
patra, for my fauio had spread abroad.
lil even as I went my footsteps seemed

to beat: Ecst&ulf M Bca'ea 'fa-t- Me stead-
fast! till at last it was as though the very
ground cried out its very warning to mo.

CIIAI'TEIi XIV.
O? THB VAILKD WORDJOF CHARM ON: OFTHE

PASSING IF II AIIHAC II S INTO THK PUUSCSCE
OF CLEOPATIIA OVE ;TIIU()W OF HAKMACBIS.

WAS night, and 1
aat alone wi'.hininy
chamber, waiting tho
moment when, as it
was agreed, Char-
mion should sum-
mon me to pass down
to Cleopatra. Aione

I sat, and there before
me lay tho dagger that
was to pierce her. Long
und keen it was, and the
handle was formed of atw sphinx of solid gold. Alone 1

sat, q lestiouuig the future;
but no answer cimc. At length I looked
up, and behold Charmion stood before me

Charmion, no longer gay and bright, but
pale of face nn I hollow-eyed- .

"Royal Har.uachis," sh s said, "Cleopatra
summons theo piesently, to declare to her
the voices of the stars."

So the hour had fall2n I

"It is well, Charmion,"' I answered. "Are
all thi.igs iu order?"

"Yea, my Lord; all things are iu order;
well primed wi.hwine, Paulus guards t lie
gates, the eunuchs uro wtthdr.rvn san-on-

tho legionar 1 s s'eep, and already Scpa and
his foi ce lie hid without. N.uig'at has been
neglected, and no lamb skipping at tho
shamble doors can be more innocent of its
doom than is Queen Cleopatra. '

"It is well," I said again; "Ictus bo go-

ing " And rising, I placed "the dagger in
the bosom of my robe. Taking a cup cf
wine tha- - iood near I drank deep of it, for
food h.td I scarce tasted ad that day.

"One w rd," t ho said huri icdly, "for it
is uotyct time: lost night-a- h, last night! '

- and her L.'om heaved "I dreaded a
dream that haun.s 1110 strangely, und

t.n u also didst dream a dream.
'Twas all a dream aud 'tis forgotten; is il
not so, my Lord!"

"Yea, jea," I said; "why troublest thou
me thus at such au hour!"

"Nay, lknow not; but Harma-chis- ,

Fata is in labor o." a great event, and
in her painful throes mayhap she'll
crush mc in hr grip --me or 1 hoc, or the.
twain of us, II .r:na his. An I if lhat be so

weli, Iwou.l hoar from theo before 'tis
done, that 'twas 11 .ught but a dream, and
that dream forgot "

'Yea, 'tis ail a droam," I said, idly;
"tl.ou a-- dl, and tho folid earth, and this
heavy night of terror ay. and thU keen-pointe- d

lmi re w:atare those but dreams,
and wi'.a war. face : hall the wal; ngcome!"

"S. now taoa fa'l st in my humor. Royal
Haviaca'c. Aa ih u sayost, wo drcaui ;
r.ud whilo wo dream yet can the vision
chance. Ft wuulerful aro the fantasies
of dr .:s- -. seeing that they have no stubil-i:;- -,

v.; va-- y like ma vaprous edge of sun-

set clouds, uuiid.uguowtuis thing and now
th t, b jing now ark and heavy and now
n'.:rV. wi h e tlcndor. Therefore, before we
w.ik j t vmorrow, l mo one word. Is that

.ast night, when in 1 emrdtobe
qui 0 ri am- - d. and thou d: 1st tm to lauuli
upo:i r7 B'a:f" v. fixed f intavv, or cm it,
P'Vcainc-- , c chaugo 'its oumti-nano-- l

Fcr, r member, wh n that waki g c mes,
tho f our s.ei'p will bo more uu
aitemb'.o a;.d mo.--o

pyram:.r. ' 'icn w 11 taey be gaihered ii.to
thatchaagoiC3 rc-i- on of the pa-i- t whero ail
thine?, gra sai-il- i ay, even
Xlarnia-o- l: ire, racii In i.s ownsemb.anoe,
frcin :tD r iuo r.nd built within tho Tomo
orTITi-mo-til- ."

"Nay. Charmion." I replied. "I grieve if
I did pr.T tho ; b it o"ery Unit vision (joines
no c'a:.u-.c- . 1 s ill what w.is iu my heart.
z, .' j'j'-s- 's a 1 czJ. T:ou art ray cousin
r.u-- i Kiy irleud; core Icn never be to
theo."'

'Tis well is verr well," she said; "let
itb3.ir.,3'. A"d nowou from dream to
drciu:."' And r.hc mI!cl wi.h such a smile
as I h".d nvo. s c n hcr we .r bof ire; 'i wan
S3aue? nd m rofa ful than any stamp
tuai Trie 2 c.12 sv-- s tioa i..e brw.

For iho::r;Ii, beta bliadv-- by m . own
felly and tho t ouo.c at my hoart, I know it
not wi.h. "that saiiie, mr C.i.irmloii ihe
Ezy?"a tiled tho hnp.nne-- s of outh, fled
Ihe hopo of love, unl burt asunder tue
holy links of duty. Willi that san.o did sho
consscrato herself to ey.l, did sho 1 enounce
her country and her Gods, and tramp.con
bcr oath. Ay. that smiip marks ihe spot
where the stream of history changed its
course. For bad I never aecn it oa her

face, Octavianus had not bestridden tle
world and Egypt had once more been free
and great.

And yet !twaa but a woman's smile !

"Wliy loosest' thou thus strangely, girl!"
1 asked.

"In dreams we smile," she answered
"And now 'tis time; follow thou me. Be

- z
Ilrm ana prosper, itoyai uarmach s!' And

turned and led the way down the stair
throuzh tho eoipty hals.

In the chamber that 1 called tho Alabastf. CTat!.., nf w..i,-- the iW U. nWwv.uu hr,
r' W -- 'I'" ?n

'it- - i

V
fAU AWAY ', oon cnAKMios.

columns of black marble, we stayed. For
beyond was tho private chamber of Cleo-
patra, even the same wherein Ihad seen her
sleeping.

"Abido thou here," she said, "whilo 1 tell
Cleopatra of thy com.ng," and she glided
from my side.

For long I stood, mayhap in all for half an
hour, counting my own heart beats and, as
in a dream, striving to ga'her up my
strength to that which lav before me

A: langth came Charmion bock, her head
held low and walking heavily.

"Cleopatra waUs thee," sho said, "pass
on, thero is no guard."

"Where do I meet theo whon wbat must
be done is done?" I asked, hoarsely

'Thou meetest me iiere, aud then to
Paulus. Bo llrm prosper. Fare theo
well "

And so I went; but at the curtain I
turned suddenly, and there in the midst of
that, lonely lamp-li-t hall I a strange
sight. lar away, in such a fashion that the
light struck full upon hei, stood Charmion,
her head thrown back, her white arms out- -

stretched as though to clasp, and on.h-- r

girlish face a stamp of anguished passion
so terrible to beooid that indeed lean not
tell it For sho believed that 1. whom she
loved, was passing to my death, and this was
hcr last farewell to mc.

But of this matter I knew naught; so
with another passing pangof wonderl drew
asido the curtains, gained the doorway and
stood within Cleopatra's chamber. And
there, upon a silken couch at the far end of
the perfumed chamber, clad in wonderful
white attire, rested Cleopatra. In her hand
was a jeweled fan of ostrich plumes, where- -

with she gently fanned herself, und by her
side was her harp of ivory, and a little table
whereon were figs and goblets aud'a flask
of ruby-co.ore- d wine. Slowly I drew near
through the soft, dim light to where in all
her glowing beauty lay tho wonder of the
world. And, indeed, never have I seen her
look so fair as sho did upon that fatal night,
Couched ia her amber cushions she seemed
to shine as a star on tho twilight's g ow.
From ther hair and r bes cam perfume,
from her lips felt music, und iu hcr h aven-l- y

eyes all lights changed and gathered as
in tho ominous opal's disk.

And this was the woman whom I must
lay!
Slowly I drew near, bowing as I came;

but she took no heed. She lay there, aud
the jeweled fan fl iated to aau fro like the
bright wm:j of some hovering bird.

At length I stood beforj hcr, and sho
glanced up, tho ostrich plumes pressed
ugainst hcr breast as though to hide its
beauty.

"What! friend, art thou come?" she said.
''Tisxvell; for I grew lonely here. Nay,
'tis a weary world! We know so many
faces, and so few thero 1.1 0 whom wo love
to seo au'aiu. Well, stand not there so
mute, but be seated." And she pointed
with her Ian to a cuven chair that xvoa
placed nigh to her feet.

Once more I bowed an took the seat.
"I have obeyed the Queen's desire,-- ' I

aid. "and with much care and skill worked
out tho lesson i of h ; and horeisthe
recoidofi y i:.br. IT the Queen permit
I wl.l erpoi.iid it to her." Aud 1 rote, in
order that I might pass round tho couch
and, as she read, stab hcr in Ilia back.

"Nay, Uarmachis.' she said quietly, and
wiih aslowand lovely smile. "Biuo thou
where tuou art, and give me the writing.
ByScrapis! thy face is too comely for mo
to wish to lose the sigut of it!"

Checked in this my design, I could do
naught but Hand hcr the papyrus, tl.Inklng
to myself that as she rvad I would arise
suddenly aud plunge the dagger to hcr
heart. Shu too c it, and, as rhe did fo,
touched my hand. Then she made pretense
to read. But no word did sho read, for I
saw that her eyes were flxed upon mo over
the edge of the scroll.

"Why placcst thou thy hand within thy
robe!' she asked presently; for, indeed. I
clutched lho dagger's hilt. "Is thy heart
stirred!"'

"ca, O Qacen," I said, "it beats high.'1'
She gave no answer, but o.co more modo

pretense to read, aud the white she watched
me.

lOook counsel with myself. Mow should
I do the hateful deed! If I flung myself
upon her now she would see 1:1c and scream
and struggle. Nay, I must wait a chance.

"The auguries aro favorable, then,
she said at length, though this

blic must h vo guessed at.
"Yes, O Qacen," I answered.
" 'Tis well, ' and she cast tho writing on

tho tn.rbli. "Tho ships shall sail. For,
good or bad, I am weary of weighing
chances."

is a hca-- y matter, O Queen," I
a'd. I had wished to show upon what

c.rcr.mstauce I base my forecast." .
"Nay, net so, II iraiac :i ; I h vc wearied

of ihe ways of s.ars. 1 hoa b-- st prophesied;

HI; flJI v M
ME 1 !: Kl

1 ill fir

that ie enough for ntihtleas bete
honest, thou That m,z1 IZ tiv There- -

HHI U"U1."I fore, sava thou th o. und we'll be
merry. What shall we do? I could dance
to thee none there are who can dance so
wen-- out it wouid scarce bo queenly. Way,
I have it: I will sing." Anil, loaning for- -

Ii.-S-!!K1- S.,,u -- n

A,!ltS?5S. "B
K ?:itt)n lha ui, aa 1 nifnt upon tai sky,

nlinillnlnn.i.L n. .,! tiiiir.. 7iT-.- C.. .." uo?r"' woiiV' ' - ,mZ"m"w
nu.itu j iuj iow aca vo ces, tj a B

An I tho wind's kU- - in tnr clou 5y hair;
; An 1 t'aou ddst zzo on. me una ca'.t mo salr--E

ifoldcd by tho ar y robj of niga--
I A J tbea thy ting n j thrilled th3 a r.

Vow ot the heart's dealro "and Love's do- -

ll.'ht.

(
A 'r f , w th start t skies above.

W.ta s'arlit b4os bolow.
We move w.th t:t tha suns that novo,

W.l'.iall e seas that flow;
For. bund or Iro , Eart'a. Sk a ul Saa

W eel w h oue c rcling w.ll,
j And lay hea t dr.ftet toati iuo,

And only Tim stands st IL

BJtwe n two shores or Death wo drift,
I Behind aro thing forsot:

Dj ora the tSJo t driving sw ft
I To laaJi bahol Jca not.
, Ab.irc, lho s'ay is t .ir an 1 cold;

U.'Ijw, tho moanla; sea
Sweeps o'er f. e 1 jvcs that were oJ 013,

nut, O Love! k ss thou mc.

Ah, lonely are the ocean ways,
And dangerous tho deer,

A d frail the fa ry bark that strays
Above the seas accept

A , to 1 no more at sail nor oar;
We drift, or bond or free;

Oa y n far shore tho break rs roar.
But, O Love ! k ss thou me.

And ever as thou aajgest I drew near.
Then sudden a lence heard our hearts that

beat.
For now there wai aa cud of doubt and fear,

Now passions fi.ld my soul a id led m fiet;
Then s It nt d -- s. thou rise, thy love to meet.

Who, sln'.;!ng on thy breast, knew naught
but thee.

And in the h 1 py night I kissed thee, Sweet,
Ah Sweei! between tho starli:htand the

sea.
The last echoes of her rich notes floated

down the clnmber and slowly died away;
but in my heart they rolh'd on and on. I
havobeaid among the woman si.igcrs at
Abouthis voices more perfect than tho
voice of Cleopa:ra, but never hive I heard
one so thrilling or so sweet with passion's
honey-note- And indeed 'twas not the
voice alone; 'twas tho perfumed chamber i

wherein was set all that could m ivo tho
sense; 'twas tho passion of tho thought
and words, and the surpassing grace and
loveliness of that most royal woman who
sanethem. Fur. as sho sang, almost did
I seem to think th it wo t,va;u were indeed
floating alono with the night, upon tho
wide, dark, summer sea. And when she
ceased to touch the harp, and, rising, sud- -

deuly stretched out her arms toward me,
and, with the last low notes of sotig.et
quivering upon hcr lips, let fall the wonder
of hcr eyes upon my eyes, almost did she
dtawmotoher. But I remembered, and
would not.

"Host thou, then, no word of thanks for
my poor singing, Harmaohis!" she said at
length.

"Yea, O Queen." I answered, speaking
very low, for my voice was choked; "but
thy songs are not good for the sons of men
to hear of a truth they overwhelm mc!''

"Nay, Harmochis ; for theo there ia no
fear," she said, laughing softly "seeiug
that I know how f r thy thoughts arc set
from woman's beauty and tho common
weakness of thy sex. With cold iron we
m y safely toy."

I thought within myself that coldest iron
can be brought to whitest heat if but tho

I
" lire be fierce cuouch. But I taid naught,
and. hough mv hand trembled, once moro I
grasped the 'dagger's ln.t, and, wild with j

fe r at m own weakness, set to Had i

a means to slay her while yet my senso re-- i

mamed. j

Come hither, Harmachis," she went on, i

in hcr softet voice. "Come, sil by me, and
we wiil talk together; fori h-- ve much to
tell ttn-- e " And she made place for me at
her side upon tho sil-c- n seat. I

And I, thinking Ih-t- t I might :!ic more
swiftly strike, rjsoand seated some
little way from hr, while, flinging back
her head," she gazed on me with her slum- - i

berous eyi'i. i

Now my occasion, for h r whito j

throat and breast were baic, ami, wi.h a
miu'luy effort, i ace again 1 lift'd my hand
to clutch the dagger hUt. ilu'. more auick
than thought, she caught my lingers v. x.

f.er own and gently held them.
"Why look st thou so w'ldly, Har

Dachisl" she said. " rt sicki"
Ay, sick indeed," I gasped.
Then Iran thou, upon the cushions at

rest the ," she answered, still holding roj
hand, wherefrom the strength had fled
"The f.i w.ii surely 'pass. Too long hasl
thou labored Willi thy stars. How soft Is
the night air that flows from yonder case-

ment heavy with the breath of lilies 1 Hark
to ihe whisper of theses lapping against

" the rocks, that, though faint it is, yet, being
so strong, doth almost drown tho quick, cool
fall of yonder mountain. List to Philomel;
bow sweet from a full heart of love she
sings ber messugo to her dear 1 Surely 'tis
a lovely night, and most beautiful is
nature's music sung with a hundred voices
from wind and trees and birds and oceau'
wrink ed lips, and yet sung 11 to tune.
Listen, Harmachis; something have I
guessed concerning the. Thou, too. art of
a royul race; no humble blood pours iu
those veins of thine. Surely such a shoot
could spring but from the stock of Princes I

(

What J gaz2.stibnu as the leaf mark on my
brca? tl 'Twa pricked there in honor of
Osiris, whom wi h thee I worship. Se !'

"L.tme lieuce," 1 'groaned, striving to
rise; but nil u y strength had gone.

"Nay, not yet awhile. Tlicu wouldst not
leave mo yet? Thou canal not leare me yet.
Harmachis, hast thou never loved!"

"Nay, ray, O Queen 1 What have I tc do
i with love! Let me hence I 1 am fait. i for-

done 1" t"Never to have loved 'tis strange!
Never to have known some worn
beat all in tuno to tbino never to have
6eenlhoey.s of thy adored with
posaiou:, n.ara as sue Slgn-- .l bur VOWS
upon thv breast! Never to have loved- !-
never to hax--e lost thyoelf in the mystery
Of another's s ul; nor to have learned how
Nature can overcome our naked loneli- -
ness, and with tho golden web of love of
twJn wcavo otie identity? Why, 'tis
neve to have lived, Harmachis 1"

And ever ai she murmured she drew
(

nearer to me, till at lot, with a Ion j,', sweet
5iru, miu one vrnite arm aaont my
neck, und g zin utwn mo with blue,

e;.es, smiled hcr dart, slow
smi.e, Unit, hkc an opening flower, rov-

e-led b.uty wlihlu beauty hidden.
Nearer !bobci.th.r queenly form aud slid
more near now her nurfumed hreath
played npon my hair, and now her lips met
xatnot

,y8,amores.ron;ESrbraceot
Hc'oJbs3 iStCr ISIS' MLiPvenly

now picuge me," she murmured-pIcd- Re
me oae cub of wine in token of thy

I took the draught, and deep I drank;
and then too late I knew that it w
drugged.

Bock I fell upon the couch, and, though
my senses still were with me, I could
neitner speax nor rise.

But Cleopatra, bending me. drew
SaE5?SL"K?V J-- ...

i " lacs ner--ojighai,. "I've won, und for the stake of.
Egypt why, twas a game worth playing!
V. lib UUs dagger, then, thou wouldst have v

slain me, O my Royal 'rival, whose myr--.
midons e'en now at my palace
gate? Art still awake? Now, what hin- -
aersmo tnatisnouia not plunge it to My
neart i"

I heard and feebly pointed to my breast,
She drew herself to the

II
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full of hcr imperial height, and the great'
knife glittered in her hand. Down it came
till its edges pricked my flesh.

"isay," sho cried ngam, and cast it from
her, "too wi-1- I like thee. Pity 'tw re to
.slay such a man! I give theo thy life.
Live on, lost Pharaoh ! Live on, poor fallen
Thing, blasted by a women's wit ! Live on,
Harnuchis to adorn my triumph!"

Then sight left me ; and in my ears 1 only
heard tho song of the nightingale, the mur-
mur of the sea, and the music of Cleo-
patra's luuch. Aud as 1 sank away the
sound of that low laugh still followed mo
into the land of slien, and still it follows
me through life to death.
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